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-Alumni Meeting in Ukraine

24.-27. November 2010
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OeAD-Conference in the Austrian Library in Lviv

Lecture of the Austrian Ambassador to Ukraine for the







OeAD-Community and alumni, Ivan Franko University in Lviv

This year the OeAD-Cooperation Office in Lviv and the Austrian Cultural Forum Kiev organized a first meeting of Ukrainian alumni, Austrian university lecturers working in Ukraine, official representatives of the Austrian Agency for International Cooperation and Mobility in Education and Research (OeAD) and Austrian libraries in Lviv.
November 25 and 26, 2010 saw a memorable event taking place on the premises of the OeAD-GmbH and the OeAD-Cooperation Office in Lviv: more than 50 Ukrainian OeAD alumni and OeAD fellows from partner institutions of Western and Central Ukraine, National Ukrainian Ivan Franko University Lviv, Catholic University Lviv, National Technical University Lviv, Ukrainian Academy of Sciences, National Medical University Lviv, National Taras Shevchenko University Kiev, National Jury Fedkovych University of Chernovtsy, National University Odessa, National Pedagogical University Kirovograd, National Pedagogical University Drohobych and National University Mykolaiv were invited to join the meeting in Lviv to discuss and refresh their network.  More than 50 Ukrainian alumni have been actively in contact with the Cooperation Office for many years, some of them more recently and a few of them had to be traced only through a study conducted in Austria the last years. 

The alumni’s support contributed substantially to making this meeting a rewarding one. Special thanks go to all those who cooperated by presenting talks, forming discussion fora and especially to all Austrian OeAD university lecturers and all five Austrian libraries in Ukraine. The OeAD-Cooperation Office in Lviv thanks all participants, colleagues, sponsors and official representatives of Lviv City Government and Regional Administration who helped realizing this important meeting. A special thank goes to Mrs. Irene Müller, Head of the Centre for International Cooperation and Mobility (ICM) within OeAD GmbH in Vienna who was invited to Lviv for the first time. She expressed her commitment to provide continuous support both to the OeAD Cooperation Office and to the Austrian university lecturers active at various Ukrainian universities. The Austrian Ambassador to Ukraine, Wolf Dietrich Heim, who also took part in the meeting, gave a special lecture on the political relations and the neighborhood policy between Ukraine and Austria. The opening speech by the Director of OeAD-Cooperation Office in Lviv, Andreas Wenninger, Attaché for Science and Education of the Austrian Embassy in Kiev, who is going to be honored by the Ukrainian Ministry of Education for his indefatigable dedication to the Ukrainian scientific community and for his work in building up new bridges to Austrian science and education, as well as the presentations of research work of alumni met with very positive feedback. The Austrian OeAD-lecturers gave an overview about the excellent work they do at different universities in Ukraine. 
The representatives of OeAD Vienna found the meeting extremely rewarding and would like to express their thanks for any kind of support received from the alumni throughout the programme. At the OeAD-Cooperation Office in Ukraine the section in charge will sustain, in the context of long-term and effective cooperation strategies, high priority for alumni activities in Ukraine. The network of OeAD alumni has been established in Ukraine since 1994. In the future the network is encouraged to interconnect and links could be established to alumni networks in other partner institutions and Eastern European neighbor countries. The cooperation between OeAD-GmbH and the Austrian Foreign Ministry should be strengthened especially in this region. The Ukrainian and Eastern European-Black Sea network is looking forward to strengthening ties with its former scholarship holders and between them across generations, fields of research and nationalities – a concept which has finally reached the Eastern European and Black Sea region. The next year meeting will be planned in Odessa.
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