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Cepen 6araTb0X BH3HAUEHDb 1 BHIIB 3arajlbHOTO TYPHU3MY € OJHH, SIKHH 3aCIyTOBYE Ha OCOOIUBY
yBary — KBaiidikoBaHui a0o0 akTUBHHHA TypusM. lle BuA TypusMy, SKHii BUMarae OOIAaTKOBL
MePEyMOBH, III0 CTOCYIOTHCS (PI3MUHOI MArOTOBKH, HAOYTTS HABHKIB BUKOPHCTaHHS MPO(eciiftHOro
yCTaTKyBaHH#, OCBiAy. B maHiil cTaTTi po3risaaloThes 0COOIMBOCTI OpraHi3allii BOXHOTO TypU3MY,
SIKMA OXOIUTIOE TaKi MIATHIH SK KaHO€, MOTOPHI, BITPWIBHI Ta MiABOAHI cydHa. [lmaBaHHA MoOXKe
BinOyBaTHCS Ha BIAKPUTHUX MOPSIX, 03€pax 1 pikax.

Brnane posramyBanssa 3axigHoro IIoMOpCEKOTo perioHy copusie oprasizaiii SXTOBOTO TypH3MY,
10 BiJMOBIZHO 3YMOBIIOE 3pPOCTaHHS (HIHAHCOBUX HAAXOMKEHb BiJ NAaHOTO BHAY TypusMy. He
JUBIITYNCH HAa ICHYIOUMH KOPAOH KpaiHW, IO MpOCTATaeThbes y3a0BXK p.Onpa, ¢popma MicHeBocTi i
MaJIbOBHUYUH NaHIIIA(T PETiOHY 3yMOBIIOIOTH HOTO MOMYJISIPHICTD CEPel] TYPHCTIB, SIKi 3aiiMaloThes
BOJHUM TYpH3MOM. TpaHCHOPTHE CHOIYYEHHS A0 HaHOLIBLIIMX BOAHUX 00’ €KTIB € CHPUATIMBUM. Y
3B’ 3Ky 13 3pOCTAIOUMM IHTEPECOM TYPHCTIB, 1 BIAMOBIOHO TXHHOIO TOTOBHICTIO BUTpAyaTH TPOIIi Ta
BUJIBHUI Yac 3yMOBIIIOE HEOOXIIHICTh MiBUILECHHS SIKOCTI HaJAaHHS MOCIYT 3 OpEeHAU MpogeciitHoro
CHOPSIKEHHS, SIKE HAAEThCS B MEXaxX NOPTIB UM MPUYATIB JJISI BiIIOBIAHUX CYZIEH.

Bracnizok mpoBeneHHs aHai3y CTaTHCTHYHOTO MaTepially, BCTAHOBJIECHO 3POCTAaHHSA KiTBKOCTI
SIXT, SIKI IPUIIBAPTOBYIOThCA B LL{emiHCHKIX MpUCTaHAX A AXT. [lepeBaxkaroya KiNbKIiCTh CYAEH € 3
HimeyunHn, mpote IOCHTh YacTO TYyT MOXKHa cmoctepiratu sixté 3 Hooi 3emanmii ta Kanamgu.
3pocranHs npuBabmuBocti LlleriHa MOXJIHMBE TaKOXX BHACIHIJOK peaji3amii ABOX MPOEKTIB, SKi
OXOILTIOIOTH icHYI04i BoaHI 00'extr: bepmin-llenin-bantuk 1 3axiZHOMOMOPCHKUIT BOTHHUNA NUISAX.
lonoBHa MeTa DaHUX MPOEKTIB — OKUBHUTH ICHYIOUYI 3aTOKHM 3 METOI THMYacOBOTo Oa3yBaHHS
TYPUCTHYHHX SIXT, HOOY/Z0Ba HOBHX NPUCTAaHEH i CTBOPEHHSI HOBOTO PETiOHAIBHOTO CHMBOJLY.

Kniouoei cnosa: 1llenin, kBamipikoBaHUi Typu3M, IPUCTaHi, BOTHUN TypH3M.

Geographical literary works often mention such term as qualified tourism, being
interchangeably denoted as active tourism. This is a special form of tourism requiring
appropriate preparations, using professional equipment along with an indispensable experience.
Different tourists and different ways of spending one’'s spare time generated a variety of
tourism called a professional tourism. Among its many forms, we distinguish water tourism
which comprises such subtypes as canoe, motor water, underwater and sailing tourism [1].
Sailing will be a leading topic of this paper. Anyone who wants to participate in sail trainings
should be trained early enough according to the prevailing training program and get acquainted
with an official procedure of becoming a yacht sailor or a helmsman. Tourists acting as sailors
without any basic sailing qualifications can take part in voyages as crew members however they
cannot be sailing themselves. To become a sailor one has to be appropriately trained in such
training clubs (facilities) as PPTK, ZHP, LOK, PZZ or in any other affiliated sailing schools.
The development and popularity of that specific tourism type bears on ways of organizing
proper and high-quality sail trainings.

Water is a crucial element of active leisure; what is more, it is an irreplaceable part of any
landscapes especially those ones offering a full set of recreationa activities. The attractiveness
of sailing tourism may be justified, among others, by the growing industriaization in many
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countries and a rapid expansion of highly industrialized cities. This in turn, invites stress and
the feeling of turning to the natural side of the world, to those parts of nature surrounded by
impeccable air and water. Those conditions are more than met by water tourism. A sailing
voyage makes a perfect way of becoming a part of nature, exerts a positive impact on
participants health and proves a wonderful ground for developing such skills as; persistence,
reflex, reliability and a sense of duty combined with responsibility of acting in the same team
[2].

West Pomerania region is rich in beautiful and breath-taking lakes and rivers. West
Pomeranian voivodship itself boasts more than 800 sq km of inner land waters. These are:
Zalew Szczecinski (514 sq km), approximately 1000 lakes (265 sq km) and rivers (40 sq km).
Especially attractive lakes for sailorsin West Pomeranian region are; Zalew Szczecinski, Zalew
Kamienski, and Jezioro Dabie. Those waters do not represent the standard of highest water
quality level but they offer tranquillity, less crowds, the features unmatched by Mazury 1akes of
Sniardwy and Mamry. The size of those two Szczecin water reservoirs exceeds 450 sq km and
at the same time, all the great Mazury lakes cover less than 240 sq km. A combined length of
five main water lanes in Mazury lakes is as small as 127 km, almost half the size of Szczecin's
reservoirs which then again arerarely visited [3].

Is there a real opportunity for Szczecin and the whole West Pomeranian region to take the
sailing burden off Mazury lakes and direct it to Western Pomerania? Sailing to the reservoirs of
West Pomeranian voivodship is not a troublesome undertaking. Y ou may sail from the south by
the Odra river, which is fully sailable from Kozle, Warta, Note¢, which together with
Bydgoszcz cana connect the Odra with Wista and country’s central part. One may travel aso
by inner land water from Scandinavian countries — through Swinouijscie by Regalica, Jezioro
Dabie, Szczecin Odra and maritime water lane. It is sailable also from the east of Germany,
France, and Switzerland by Odra-Szprewa Canal. The fact that one can sail faster to the Baltic
Sea from Berlin through Szczecin than German water lanes through Rostock makes a very
convenient factor (Picture 1).

Loca climate is a very important element of the environment and it exerts a substantial
impact on the regional leisure and economy. The voivodship is situated by the Baltic Sea and
has its borders on the verge of continental Europe. The influences of sea and continent
combined shape the regional climate. However, it is conspicuous that in this duel the seais a
stronger opponent which makes the West Pomeranian region milder in terms of climate
harshness than in any other parts of Poland. The sailing season begins in May and ends in
October. Yet, the most visible sailing commotion starts in July and August. This might be
ascribed to better weather conditions and the usual holiday period.

From a sailor’s perspective, it is essential that May is normally windy, cool and it is giving
way to showers, June brings in warmer periods and a diminishing wind speed. July is the
warmest of all months but what is crucia for sailors; it lacks proper wind strength. August is
comparable in terms of temperature with the previous month but the gusts of wind are clearly
stronger than in previous month. September is warm, with rare and light rains; however shorter
days cause some problems. And finally, October, which on the one hand offers enjoyable
sailing conditions but on the other one represents a period with heavy showers and storm winds
that make slegping on the vessel uncomfortable.
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Pic. 1. Reservoirs of West Pomeranian voivodship

The strategy of Szczecin region development hinges on tourism expansion which has been
selected as one of the directions of urban initiatives [4]. It basically results in the need of
promoting new tourist products which will gradually strengthen the tourism attractiveness of
Szczecin and its vicinities. New tourist products which make the basis for the further tourism
expansion include; building of new marina facilities for private vessels, the expansion of
Maritime Museum, and constructing a new sea termina on the Lasztownia island which might
enable accepting large cruisers. The crux of the matter lies in the most pragmatic fact of such
initiatives, namely; vessel passengers, after disembarking from yachts want to spend their time
interestingly. The increase in sailing on Szczecin waters has to do not only with exceptional
landscapes but also with a differentiating real-estate development around the water related
industry in Szczecin.

Dni Morza and Szczecin Underground trips, Oldtimers’ meeting, Dni Wodnika in Gryfino,
concerts in Kamien Pomorski, a remarkable light-house and the festival of maritime songs
“Wiatrak” in Swinoujscie, Slavic and Viking Festival in Wolin are only few selected attractions
awaiting sailors.
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The expansion of yachting in Szczecin is facilitated by: accessto the Baltic Sea (185 km sea
strip in the West Pomeranian region). The Szczecin Lagoon with Dabie Lake (The Lagoon's
location alows for easy full sea, shore and inner land yachting), numerous marinas and sea
ports creating a specific yachting network underpinning further expansion of yachting and
creating training opportunities for professional sportspeople in the bustling regional centers for
such sports disciplines as canoeing and yachting [4].

Szczecin is the location of eight marinas — seven of them are situated in the southern shore
of the Dabie Lake and the remaining one lies in Goctaw, one of Szczecin districts. Among them
are. MOK Pogon Marina, “Porta’ Marina, student club AZS Marina, LOK Marina, Patac
Mtodziezy Marina, PTTK Marina, HOM Marina. Apart from yachting marinas, Szczecin has
marinas but only for the use of water motor vessels, e.g. industria port in ul. Portowa,
neighbouring HOM in the southern shore of the Dabie Lake. Given the presence of humerous
canals separating islands inhabited by private people, there is a big number of people
commuting by means of water motor vessels and owning private docking bridges (Picture 2).

Pic. 2. Eight ready-to-use marinas in Szczecin
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1. HOM Maring; 2. PTTK Maring; 3. Patac Miodziezy Marina; 4. LOK Maring;
5. Student club AZS Maring; 6. “Porta’” Marina; 7. MOK ,Pogon” Maring;
8. Goctaw Marina. A. Waty Chrobrego

Excluding the suitable setting and atmosphere for maritime tourism purposes, the general
condition of tourist readiness is highly unsatisfying. Main factors that hinder the opportunities
for yachting movement growth and tourist expansion in Szczecin include; limited shore access
of Odraand Small Dabie Lake for location of tourist facilities, poorly developed land and water
infrastructure for yachting reasons specifically, a small selection of sports equipment offerings,
few parking lots for tourist coaches, impure water of river and lakes, limited capacity of city
bathing facilities, unutilized potential of river water lanes - unknown water lanes such as
(Parseta, Ina, Rega, and others). Too few points of tourists information, lack of marinas,
parking lots and rental places of sports and yachting equipment.

Sailing in Szczecin — visiting sailors' opinions

Held annualy and spanning over 3 days, a renowned sailor gathering Dni Morza joined
with Old Timers Meeting was a perfect opportunity to conduct an academic survey among
vessels' owners that arrived to Szczecin. The research was based on a questionnaire filling. It
aimed at probing visitors' impressions about the city of Szczecin, its water lanes, the presence
of marinas and their offer. Out of 50 questionnaires distributed, 29 were returned, a rate of
58%. They were answered by 16 Poles and 13 foreigners. Among 26 vessels visiting Szczecin,
18 were given the survey. Out of 29 sailors, 3 of them were in the city for the first time, 2 came
only to take part in the whole festival and the remaining ones visited Szczecin several timesin
the past. Foreigners obtained information regarding available marinas from maps and
international flyers, polish sailors did that mainly by asking people or they aready knew the
marinas from their experience. All the participants were familiar with the location of some if
not al the marinas. Foreign visitors were aware only of two spots, Goctaw Marinas, Teliga's
Yacht Shipyard and additionally, the shore of Waty Chrobrego which may serve as a marina
during summer time. The Polish participants could name from 1 to 8 available marinas. The
quality of Swinoujscie-Szczecin water lane was graded by 100% of the respondents as good,
properly marked and conveniently structured for navigational purposes. 37% of the questioned
noted a satisfactory availability of other yacht ports on the way to Szczecin. 52 % highlighted
and praised the proper breadth and depth of the water lane. It might be assumed that the
remaining respondents who were not in favour of the above opinions were commanding bigger
sailboats with more than the shallow draft, the tall ships that needed the assistance of tow
vessels, eg., World's second biggest Krusenstern. Some of the most visible and ailing
shortcomings of the Swinoujscie-Szczecin water lane include: the lack of gas stations, impurity
of the quay water, hopes of quayside deepening works and the overall improvement of the quay
infrastructure. Some of the respondents expressed views about the need of a docking bridge or
akind of aquay near Waty Chrobrego, especially available for small vessels which literally get
suppressed by larger ships during mass-scale sailing events. Visiting Szczecin on those
occasions, sailors cannot find any place to moor their yachts. The knowledge of more than a
few water lanes leading to Szczecin was declared by 50% of the respondents, the same number
used the scenic lane of the Dabie Lake, canals leading from the Eastern Europe and the water
lane from Swinoujscie.

One view that is commonly shared by sailors, is their opinion about the unigueness of the
overall greenery, fowl nest sites, cranes, egrets, cormorants. There are also some characteristic
guagmires and marsh woods. The Odra mouth is covered by oak-pine and beech forests, frontal
moraine crest, and riparian cliffs — in the confines of the Wolin National Park. On 30 km route
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from Gryfino, the Odra river flows through two passages separated by moors flooded by water
in the spring time which are crossed by numerous meanders of Mig¢dzyodrze — with a combined
length of more than 200 km. The whole lies within the limits of the National Park on the
German side of the border and on the Polish side it belongs to the Park Krajobrazowy Doliny
Dolng Odry.

According to the definition of “yacht harbour” it has to fulfil a few basic conditions. It
properly secures the wintering of yachts, it conducts repairs, it prepares yachts for voyages, it
carries out sail trainings, and it is a place of final destination or makes a spot for a temporary
stay. Moreover, it has to be located in a dock with quays, equipped with buoys and mooring
bolts. The quays should offer electricity, running & drinking water and light. A typical quay
infrastructure should include some office facilities, warehouse & repair services, rooms suited
for clothes and equipment drying, sanitation services, kitchen appliances for crew,
accommodation and training possibilities.

“Yacht harbour” should be a haven for yachts in sea ports which do not offer typical yacht
ports but are visited regularly by a significant number of yachts. The harbour should provide a
docking bridge, basic sanitation services, a supply of fresh water, light and electricity [5].

Asked the question about the condition & offer of Szczecin's marinas, the respondents
answered that they:

- Provide basic food services such as bars and smaller restaurants — 38% of the respondents,

- Provide camping services — 21% of the respondents,

- Provide maintenance services (hoisting, crane) — 45 %, it is possible to use electricity at quay
—41%, small repair & warehousing available — 38 % of the respondents.

- Provide grocery store, sailing equipment and parking lot — those are known by 31% of the
sailors interviewed.

A proper cleanliness of the sanitation equipment was confirmed by 55% of the respondents,
however as many as 17% considered the quality as bad. 72% of the respondents agreed that
obligatory sanitation equipment was in place (restrooms, showers, laundry rooms, dryers,
access to water). The fact that none of the questions received 100% mark means that the
respondents had never used those services before and during the survey they had no previous
knowledge about the presence of services in question. The author of the survey received no
straightforward answer regarding sailors expenditures connected with staying in  Szczecin
marinas. 25% of the respondents considered the prices of stay and small repairs as comparable
with any other marinas domestically and abroad. 20% of the respondents claimed that it was
more expensive than the related services available abroad.

The respondents stay in Szczecin and its accompanying impressions arise in the first
minutes of their trip. 34% of the respondents said that shipyard and port waterfront caught their
attention immediately, 24% highlight the water lane and tourist paths surrounded by greenery.
The next worth-seeing areas are Waly Chrobrego, Szczecin Bismarck Tower, and Hatda
Policka. Szczecin is frequently associated with shipyard areas, Waty Chrobrego, water lanes,
the Odra, sea, yachts. 45% of the respondents said that Szczecin waterfront should not be
compared and matched against any other ports. According to 55% of the interviewed, both
amateurs and professionals sailors, Szczecin as a city meets al conditions to be qualified as
sailing friendly.

There are many reasons for the revival of sailing tourism going on at Szczecin water
reservoirs, this is among others, the history of the city itself where bustling community was
once prevalent by the Odra River. It is aso, the location, sea-river port and most importantly,
one of Europe's largest areas dominated by water reservoirs, linked together with eastern
sailing lanes by canals, rivers and with the network of German marinas. It is no wonder that city
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officials came up with a dogan; Szczecin is open to sea, open to invention and open to
development. There are two main initiatives/projects striving to promote and increase the
general awareness of Szczecin as the region attractive for sailors.

The first one is the water lane Berlin-Szczecin-Baltyk, the second one is West Pomeranian
sailing route. Both projects have at their basis to rebuild and improve sailing infrastructure, to
set up a number of yacht harbours in the voivodship, the promotion of several mass-scale
events associated with Szczecin and the advertising campaign of the region both locally and
abroad. The Szczecin's splendour and sailing hype was corroborated by 2007 Tall Ships' races
which took place in the city. Szczecin then hosted ninety five world's biggest tall ships with
sailors onboard from such countries as Malaysia, Mexico, the United States of America and
Canada. The number of sailing tourists visiting Szczecin is growing each year. Eight ready-to-
use marinas offer more than 600 places to moor yachts. By means of the above projectsit might
be possible to increase that number even more, which in result should bring about a constant
increase in the numbers of sailors arriving in Szczecin which may one day become a paradise
for sailors even from the most remote parts of the world.
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Among many definitions and divisions of general tourism there is one that deserves attention, namely;
qudified tourism or its interchangeable name - active tourism. This is a form of tourism that requires
prerequisites like preparations, skills and the use of professional equipment combined with experience.
Amid its many forms, we distinguish water tourism which comprises such subtypes as canoe, motor
water, underwater and sailing tourism. Sailing can take place on open seas, lakes and inner land water
lanes which Szczecin and its vicinities are unquestionably rich in.

Y acht tourism should reap tremendous benefits from the coastal location of West Pomeranian region.
Despite the existing country border spreading along the Odra - the terrain shape and the picturesque
landscape of the region enable their easy roaming, by water lanes as well. Getting to Western Pomeranian
and Szczecin water reservoirs is as uncomplicated as it gets. It is sailable from the south of the Odra, by
inner land water lanes from the Scandinavian countries, by sealane and tourist lane as well, from the east
of Germany, France, and Switzerland by the Odra-Szprewa and the Odra-Hawela canals. The fact that one
can sail faster to the Baltic Sea from Berlin through Szczecin than German water lanes through Rostock
makes a very convenient factor.

The benefits coming from the maritime location of Szczecin are dowly but firmly getting their ground
in the associations of the city with sea (the waters of the Baltic Sea reach Waty Chrobrego — that is why
Szczecin is usually thought as the city by the sea).
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Because of the growing interest of tourists and the willingness of spending their time “by the water”,
fitting summer yachting season, a convenient access to yacht rental firms and an increasing quality and
range of services offered in yacht marinas, one may conclude that marinas will enjoy a growing number
of sailing tourists and their vessels.

It is important to notice a steadily increasing number of yachts mooring in Szczecin marinas, mainly
from Germany but also from the most remote parts of the world, such as New Zealand and Canada.

The author of this paper would especialy ascribe the significance to the development of yacht,
lagoon, and inner land harbours along with their entire land infrastructure. Marinas' development is
inextricably connected with their accessibility to sailors who while in stay need to enjoy appropriate
conditions and specific tourist attractions tempting their arrival. With all the certainty, the growth in the
Szczecin sailing attractiveness will be feasible by means of completion of two water related projects;
Berlin-Szczecin-Battyk and Zachodniopomorski Szlak Zeglarski (Western Pomeranian Sailing Route)
which aim at revitalizing existing yacht harbours, building new ones, and the creation of the new regional
symbol — a paradise for sailors.

Key words: Szczecin, gudlified turism, sailing, marinas.
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